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PERU: Humala’s Victory Brings Hope

By Benjamin Dangl, author and editor
of Upside DownWorld.org

Fried pork rinds, fish, potatoes and eggs
were sold by street vendors outside polling
dations on dection day in Lima, Peru. By

past decade, with seven percent growth ex-
pected this year — one of the highest growth
rates internationaly. Sixty five percent of the
country’ s export income comes from the min-
ing indudtry, and investors are expected to
provide over $40 billion in the coming decade

nightfal, thousands of people
gathered in a centra plaza wav-
ing the white flags of Ollanta
Humaa spaliticd party.

Ollanta is an Incan name
meaning “the warrior everyone
looks to.” Indeed, dl eyes were
ontheleftist presdent-elect ashe
greeted the crowd just before
midnight with the words, “We
won the eectiond”

Humda, aformer military of-
ficer who led afalled military up-
risng in 2000, logt the eections
in 2006 to Alan Garcia. In the
June 5™ presidentia dectionsthis
year, he narrowly defeated Kieko
Fujimori, the daughter of ex-
president Alberto Fujimori, who
was jaled in 2007 for corruption and crimes
agang humanity. If eected, Kieko would
have likely worked to release her father from
jail, and carry on hisadminigtration’ s capitdist
and repressve palicies.

This election puts Humalaamong a grow-
ing number of leftist presidents in Latin
America and offers hope to the poorest sec-
tors of Peruvian society.

The poverty rae in Peru is just over 31
percent; in the countryside, two out of three
people live under the poverty line. In Sunday’s
eections, it was the impoverished rurd aress
that went for Humaa over Kieko Fujimori.

“You cannot spesk of Peru advancing if
0 many Perwvians live in poverty,” Humda
sad in his victory speech, explaining that he
would work to make sure that the government
functioned “above dl for the poorest peoplein
the country.”

Peru’ s economy has been booming for the

T

Presidential candidate Ollanta Humala, a former military officer, waves
after casting his ballot in the general eectionsin Lima, Peru.

for mining operations.

Yet many Peruvians have not benefited
from this growth. This is partly because
former adminigrations have not been inter-
esed in redigtributing wedth to the poor
through socid and development programs.

Humaawantsto change that. He plansto
redistribute wedlth by increasing taxes on the
lucrative mining industry. The new govern-
ment funds will go to expanding access to
water, dectricity and homes, and providing
free school lunches and preschool care. The
president-elect has dso pledged to expand
pensons and hedthcare for the poor, and
lower gas exports to reduce the cost of this
resource for Peruvians.

Such plans for economic and socid re-
form contributed to Humald svictory on Sun-
day. Y et hisfirg monthsin officewill likely be
anything but peaceful. Over 230 protests,
road blockades, and strikestook placein Peru

during the month of April done. Mogt of these
occurred in poor and rurd areas of the country
and werefocused on socid and environmentd
issues

Walter Aduviri, the president of the Front
for the Defense of Natura Resources in
Southern Puno, has been active
in  protests againgt  the
government’s licensing of Cana-
dian Bear Creek Mining Corp's
slver mining in Peru’ sborder re-
gion with Bolivia. The protesters
believe the mining would lead to
the contamination of land and
water, and that local communi-
ties would not benefit from the
private operation.

While protests and blockades
were postponed for eection day,
activigs have threstened to restart
themohilizations. Aduviri told re-
porters, “The eection of Humda
was postive, but the promises of
the candidates should bereflected
in documents and agreements.”

Source: toward freedom.com. June 07, 2011
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Argentine Torture Survivor to Speak at Annual Dinner

By Camilla Schneider, Task Force Board

Patricia Isasa of Argentina, the spegker at
the Marin Interfaith Task Force on the Ameri-
cas Annud Dinner (MITF) September 25 in
San Rdfad, is a very specid friend of Dde
Sorensen, Director, and George Friemoth, long
time board member. She will join usin honor-
ing them as they retire from many years of
dedication to the work of the Task Force.

In 2005 while on a delegation to Argen-
tina, Dde met Pdricia Isasa who was disgp-
peared, tortured and held prisoner for two and
ahdf years during the military dictatorship of
1976 - 1983 when 30,000 disgppeared. She
was 0 impressed with Patricid s story of her
own kidnapping a age 16 that Dae and
George brought her to the School of the
America's (SOA) annuad November demon-
dration so she could share her gtory e the Site
that trained one of her kidnappers. Pdricias
incredible struggle to bring her torturersto jus-
tice endeared her to Dde and George who
helped bring her to the US severd times for
speaking tours and mestings with legidatorsin
DC about her case.

Patricia was a student leader a her high
school when kidnapped from her home in
1976. Palice denied knowing her even while
she was being tortured in a secret areain back
of the very same police tation. Only months
later when her name appeared as a legd pris-
oner did her parents know of her wheresbouts.

After beginning a career as an architect,
Petricia decided to identify her kidnappers.
Ten years of relentless research led her to
Judge Garzon in Spain where she asked that
warrants be issued for their arrest. The tortur-
ers were powerful community leaders includ-
ing aformer federd judge, aformer mayor, a

former secretary of secu-
rity for her town and an ex-
policeman. Instead of ex-
traditing them, Argentina
decided to try them a
home but staled for years.
In 2006 Dde and other
Task Force members re-
turned to Argentinaiin soli-
darity with Patricia and
helped generate publicity
to pressure about her case.
They met with the federa
judge in charge of her case
and presented a Dear Col-
league letter Dae had re-
quested from US congres-
sond legidators.

President Nestor Kirchner lifted the am-
nesty for crimes committed under the military
dictatorship and the trids began. After death
thrests and disappearances of witnesses in
other trids, Petricia was put in the Witness
Protection Program and escorted by security
guards. Briefly she fled to the US for safety
but returned home fearing her trid would be
delayed without her presence.

In 2009 when Patricid s trid began, Dde
and others from MITF returned to Argentina
in solidarity with Petricia to witness the trid.
They were honored to be able to attend the
trid that culminated in Patricia s long-fought
druggle for justice. The Six perpetrators were
convicted and are now imprisoned.

Recently President Christina Kirchner

Fernandez appointed Patriciato a“ Truth Com-
misson” to investigate the theft, during the
‘Dirty War,” of alarge company that provided
the raw paper for newspapers. After the death
of the owner, hiswife was pressured to sdll the
company, worth tens of millions, for only two
million. Then she, her children, and numerous
saff were kidngpped and imprisoned so the
buyer could claim he couldn’t pay because he
couldn’t find the family. Patricia's research
skills helped find the smoking gun proving the
scheme to defraud the famiily.

Over the years of working in solidarity
with Patricia, Dde and George have devel-
oped a close friendship with her and are
pleased that she will be the spesker a the din-
ner honoring their retirement. e
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Impunity for Perpetrators of Deadly Peru (Bagua) Clashes

A judge shelved charges, including sedition, conspiracy, and rebellion, against indig-
enous leader Alberto Pizango and four other indigenous leaders in connection with fatal
clashes between police and indigenous protesters that killed 33 in an Amazon town in
Bagua on June 5, 2009. The clash was over a series of decrees that would fast-track
investment projects on native lands without residents’ approval. “But the underlying
problems at the root of this terrible event remain: Indian land is still being targeted for
development projects without their consent,” said Stephen Corry, director of an interna-
tional indigenous rights organization.

The violence in Bagua opened up a heated debate in Peru over how to balance
economic growth with the long-ignored rights of indigenous peoples who inhabit the areas
the government and corporations are often most interested in developing. Many of the
indigenous protesters argued that the decrees would mean industry with high levels of
pollution, such as mining and oil drilling, on their lands.

A report approved by Peruvian lawmakers found several former ministers politically but
not criminally responsible for the 2009 clashes. Pizango and other activists have called for
incoming President Humala, to press charges against the authorities they say are respon-

sible for the clashes. Source: Latinamerica Press, 7/7/2011
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ARGENTINA: Rural Slavery at Time of Record Earnings

By Marcela Valente, Inter Press Service
(IPS)

Crowded into precarious mud-floored
dorms or shest-metd trailers or forced to live
in tents of plagtic sheeting, with neither piped
water nor eectricity, after working 10-14 hour
days these are the harsh conditions faced by
hundreds of thousands of rural workers in Ar-
gentina despite bumper crops and record earn-
ings for agribusness. "They have no dterna-
tive but to accept work under these condi-
tions” says Reinddo Ledesma, aleader of the
Unién Solidaria de Comunidades dd Pueblo
Diaguita Cacano — an organization represent-
ing the Diaguita Cacano indigenous commu-
nity — in the northern province of Santiago del
Egero, told IPS. The conditions faced by ca-
sud farm workers have remained exploitative
while indudtrid-scale plantations have grown
in size and number, harvests have reached
nearly 100 million tons, and more than 30 mil-
lion hectares— 11 percent of the totd land area
in Argentina— are farmed.

Santiago dd Egtero, whose capitd of the
same name is located 1,150 km northwest of
Buenos Aires is one of the main sources of
seasond rurd laborers who dear land, weed,
manudly spray or harvest crops for big agricul-
turd corporations Nearly dl of the members of
the Union Solidaria de Comunidades ddl Pueblo
Diaguita Cacano depend on temporary farm
work to survive, said Ledesma, who described
the conditions they work in as “ sarvitude”

The seasond migration of farm workersis
a centuries-old phenomenon in Argenting, one
of theworld’smgjor agricultural producers. But
in recent years it has taken on new characteris-
tics, with globa human resources firms opera-
ing as intermediaries for agribusness corpora-
tions. The recruiters offer the workers a con-
tract for a fixed amount. But later they learn
thet the payment is conditioned on the entire
group of workers earning a certain amount of
arbitrarily set “points’ based on peformance
and behavior. “The entire team has to work
between 10 and 14 hours a day, Monday to
Monday, even when it's raining, and without
complaining because if someone protests,
points are docked for every member of the
group,” Ledesma said. In addition, the contrac-
tors subtract the cost of trangportation, clothing,
work tools and food - a higher than market
prices - from the worker's pay.

Ledesma sad it is difficult for unions to

advocate on behdf of migrant laborers, be-
cause dthough the workers are often organized
in thar hometowns, they are widdy dispersed
when they find work in the fidds The worg
jobsarein the potato, agparagus, blueberry and
olive harvests, he said, dong with clearing out
gumps and roots with picks, shovels and bare
hands after the bulldozer has knocked down the
trees and brush. “They degp on the ground un-
der pladtic roofs” he sad. Mogt of the camps
have no running water, dectricity, toilets or
showers. And in some cases, the workers are
not dlowed to leave the compound, under the
threet of logng points.

“The same multi-nationa companies that
push peasants and native people off their land
to expand monoculture plantations later em-
ploy them as dave labor,” Ledesma com-
plained. According to the Labor Minigry, 50
percent of rurd workers are not enrolled in the
socid security sysem. Labor and living condi-
tions are especidly harsh among unregistered
migrant farm workers from impoverished
northern provinces like Santiago dd Estero and
Tucumén, and from the neighboring country of
Bolivia, who find seasond work in provinces
such as Sante Fe, Misiones, Buenos Aires,
Cdrdoba, Mendoza and Rio Negro.

The gudy, by the Centre of Reseerch and
Training of the Argentine Republic (CIFRA),
reports that in the last decade, agriculture has
enjoyed “extreordinarily high prfit levels, in
higtoric terms” Not only have internationd ag-
riculturd prices soared, but production costs
have gone down and the value of land hasrisen
45 times in the mog fertile land in centrd and
northern Argenting, the authors report. Never-
theless, the creation of jobs was farly indgnifi-
cant in that same period due to the growing
mechanization of agriculture, says the report,
which dso points to the high proportion of un-
regitered workers.

In this country of 40 million people, with a
population thet is 92 percent urban and an eco-
nomicdly active population of 17.8 million,
permanent or temporary rurd workers tota
one million according to officid figures, and
1.5 million according to rurd trade unions.
CIFRA economist Mariana Gonzéez sressed
that farm workers employed in modern-day
davery conditions do not work for smal com-
panies but for transnationd corporations that
rake in hillions in profits. “Unregistered em-
ployment is common in this sector,” she sad.

“Thet is partly because of the difficulties of
oversght and monitoring due to the huge ex-
tendons of land, in isolated aress. But it has
adso come to be seen as something normd.”
The CIFRA report dates that while unregis-
tered employment stands a 36.5 percent in the
economy & large, the proportion climbs to 60
percent in agriculture.

Sociologigt Guillermo Neimen at the Latin
American  Faculty of Socid Sciences
(FLACSO) tald IPS that ssasond work in pre-
carious conditionsis alongstanding problem in
Argentina. Monitoring and ingpection are diffi-
cult not only due to the distances involved and
the soread-out nature of the rurd workforce, but
adso; “In the countryside, when an inspector
shows up, it's easier to hide aworker thanin a
factory or a dosed facility,” he sad. But he
noted that the problem has taken on anew vis-
ibility in the lest few months, and sad the
workers themsdves — many of whom are
young people from dities, not just smal towns
— are daring to speak out. Neiman, whose ex-
petiseisin the area of rurd employment, dso
emphasized the government's greater commit-
ment to improving oversight and the determi-
netion of the courts to crack down on rurd ser-
vitude and human trafficking, through cases
that have been filed.

Argentine Presdent Cridtina Fernandez ac-
knowledged thet there is “illegd dave labor in
subhuman conditions’ in Argentina, when she
launched a government program on “digital
registered work; red-time monitoring” in Feb-
ruary. Through the program, the labor ministry
and the tax collection agency, AFIP, are carry-
ing out ingpections of urban and rurd estab-
lishments, using lgptops with wireless connec-
tion that enable the agents to visit camps in
remote areas and verify, in red time, working
and housing conditions and whether or not
workers are registered.

But the work has just begun, and it will not
be asmpletask. Neiman pointed out that hiring
unregistered workers is a widespread practice
among agribusiness companies in Argentina.
“Some have up to 400 unregisered laborers
working for three months a a time” he sad.
And the stuation of registered workers is not
much better. The great mgority earn less than
the minimum wage.

Source: UpsideDownWorld.org, March
17, 2011
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ECUADOR: Tests Rights of Nature

By CarlosZorrilla, director of DECOIN,
Defensay Conservacion Ecolégica de Intag

Ed Note: Article was excerpted

In the next few weeks the Correa govern-
ment will Sgn exploitation agreements with
Chinese and Canadian transnationa miners
looking to exploit the country’s copper and
gold reserves. The legitimacy of the nation’s
Conditution, which grants nature rights, will
a0 betested.

Weter is the resource most impacted by
mines. Millions of gdlons per day are usd
during a norma mining operation; and much
of that water is mixed with toxic chemicds,
like cyanide, to extract the few grams of gold
found in a typicd ton of gold-bearing ore.
Some of the water draining from mines is as
acidic as car battery fluid, and moretoxic.

According to the US Environmentd Pro-
tection Agency, mining in the US accountsfor
over one hdf of dl toxic releasesinto the envi-
ronment and produces an unimaginable 8-9
times more solid waste, per weight, than dll its
municipalities put together. A mining project in
Montanaisthe single biggest Superfund stein
the US, with nearly one billion dollars ear-
marked to try to clean up the huge toxic mess
left behind after decades of mining and milling.
In the US, the economy of mining adds less
than 1% to the nation's GDP.

Large-scde mining cannot avoid serious,
irreversble, and long-lagting environmentd im-
pacts. This is especidly true in places like
Ecuador's Condor Range, in the south east of
the country where the first large-scale copper
and gold mining projects are dated to dart.
The Condor Range is an area of exceptiond
biologica diversty, and is extremey rich in

,-------------------------

Challenging BP over Violation of Rights of Nature

On 26 November 2010, activists and indigenous people’s leaders filed a lawsuit against British
Petroleum (BP) with the Constitution Court in Ecuador based on provisions in the hew Ecuadorian
constitution that recognizes that nature has inherent legal rights which any person may enforce
before a court of law. The lawsuit relates to the harm to natural ecosystems caused by the oil
spill from the Deepwater Horizon platform in the Gulf of Mexico.

The Ecuador case can perhaps be seen as the first salvo in a growing upsurge of support for
new mechanisms and instruments to stop environmental destruction. The lawsuit would be the
first to look in its totality at the impact of the oil spill on the marine environment and surrounding
ecosystems. Our legal systems do not afford effective protection o nature, because nature has
been confused with property, which by definition cannot have rights and which is available o be
traded and exploited. Unless that changes, environmental disasters like the Deepwater Horizon

oil spill will continue.

,------

In November, Pittsburgh became the first major US city to ban natural gas drilling while
elevating community decision-making and the rights of nature over corporate 'rights.

water resources. It isaso rich in primary and
secondary cloud forests—one of the most
threstened ecosysemsin the world. The very
steep topography, heavy rains (3000 millime-
ters annudly) which gives rise to copious un-
derground water, and ore laced with heavy
metas, will makemining' simpectsat thisste
especidly degtructive. There is no way that
this large-scae mining project can avoid
grody violating the rights of nature as guar-
anteed in the country’ s Condtitution.

Currently, Correa is srgpped for cash.
The Chinese need copper (and petroleum)
and have been lending heavily to Corred's
government. Thus, the government will bend
over backwardsto try to supply thisraw com-
modity to the Chinese, so they can add vadlue
to it and ship it back to Ecuador as finished
products. Not much change there since the
good ol’ colonid days Themain differenceis
that the Conditution forces the government to
get more money from the extraction of the
country’s minerd resources. The detalls are
being worked on right now in the form of
case-by-case exploitation agreements with
each company. If the letter of the law ismini-
mally respected, mining companies will have
to pay alot more for Ecuador’ s minerdsthan
anywhereesein Lain Americaand, possibly,
the world. Thus, there is ared economic in-
centive for the Correa government to switch
the green light on for mining.

In Ecuador, loca governments are au-
tonomous. Some have said openly that they
will not alow large-scdle mining in their terri-
tories. In these cases, the executive will try to
impose the rights of the national government
over loca government rights. It will not be
essy, even with co-opted courts. Since the

------_I

Source: Cormac Cullinan, EnAct International

\

Condtitution gives loca governments firm
rights, they will fight hard to keep the national
government from usurping them.

Besides giving nature rights, Ecuador’s
Condiitution givesiits people the right to resst
activities or processes that thregten Condtitu-
tiond rights. Two of those rights are the right
to a safe environment and the right to a“ good
life” or wel-being. Campesinos and indig-
enous peoples condder peace within the com-
munitiesand a hedthy environment very much
part of that vison; and they will use the Con-
ditutiond right to resist in order to Sop mining
from cregting socid grife and contaminating
their environment.

A codlition of urban activists and academ-
icswill dso ress the government’ s extractive
plans. Inan exceptiondly biologicaly and cul-
turdly diverse country such as Ecuador, they
argue, the extractive model not only no longer
makes any sense, but threatens the country’s
potentiadl to develop a truly sustainable
economy. The socid grife, environmentd im-
pacts and culturd havoc, added to the usud
economic boom-and-bugt nature of resource
dependency that the extractive modd ddivers
cannot bejustified.

In 2007 President Correapublicly said thet
anyone opposed to development is a terroris.
The government legally dassfies asterrorism
the blocking of roads in protests, one of the
most popular forms of public protest in the
country. If, in spite of al the socid and legd
mayhem the mines are dlowed to open, and
given the clear Conditutiond violationsthe ac-
tionimplies, it will undoubtedly lead to human
rights and environmenta justice chdlenges,
whichwill likely end up being resolved ininter-
netiond tribunals

If civil society succeeds in stopping
Correa smining agenda, thefirst dear proof of
itsintention will have come from the regiona
meeting that took place in Cuenca, Ecuador in
June of 2011. Representatives from local gov-
ernments, indigenous people, NGO's and
communities affected by mining from al over
Ecuador and Lain America came together for
three days of discussions, and debated the min-
ing issues and the deeply flawed development
modd. The results put into evidence the grow-
ing, and fierce, resstance taking hold dl over
the continent to the extractive modd of devel-
opment. The mogt important message result-
ing from the event: THEY WILL RESIST
the imposition of that modd.

Source: UpsdeDownWorld.org, July 1, 2011
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COLOMBIA: Chiquita Murders and Free Trade

By Dan Kavalik, labor and human
rights lawyer

Ed. Note: Article excerpted

Recent documents obtained by the Nationdl
Security Archive a& George Washington Uni-
versty from the US Jugtice Department show
that Chiquita Brands Internationd, in direct
contradiction of thedaimsof both Chiquitaand
the US government for many years, medeille-
gd paymentsto both guerrilla groups and then
AUC (right-wing paramilitary group) desth
squads over the course of aout 14 years in
return for security from these groups.

Just as importantly, these documents
show that the US Jugtice Department was
aware of this fact when it accepted a plea
bargain from Chiquita in which it pleaded
guilty to paying these groups a totd of over
$1.7 million and running them 3000 guns &s
“protection” from “extortion.”

In return for this pleato the lesser crime of
paying “protection” from “extortion” (rather
than making payments as a quid pro quo for
security for its operaions), Chiquitawas given
adap on thewrig by the Justice Department, a
mere $25 million fine, which Chiguitawas per-
mitted to pay over five years. Chiquita was
giventhislight sentence, with nojal imewha-
soever for the offending officids, despite the
fact that, according to Colombian Attorney
Gengrd Mario Iguaran, these payments re-
aulted in the murder of dmost 4,000 peopleand
helped to give the AUC desth sgueds a foot-
hold throughout Colombia, and despite the fact
thet was desgnated asa“terrorist organization”
by the US State Department.

Again, the recently-relessed documents,
which had been in the possesson of the U.S.
Jugtice Department, show that the Judtice De-
partment, as well as current US Attorney Genr
erd Eric Holder who helped negotiate the plea
ded asadefenselawyer for Chiguita, werevery
aware that Chiquita had been involved in afar
worse crime (the knowing supplying of guns
and money to a terrorist group in return for
security) than they pleaded to and than they
were punished for. What this shows is thet the
Jugtice Department, contrary to its mandate,
actudly aided and abetted Chiquitain covering
upitscrimes.

While the Nationd Security Archive Sates
thet, “What we dill don't know is why US
prosecutors overlooked what gppears to be
clear evidence that Chiquita benefited from

these transactions,” it is quite dlear why they
did so-because it is the policy of the United
States to ad corporations in their quest for
profit & any cog, even to the cost of the lives
of innocent civilians The Chiquita.case proves
this as does the Colombia FTA, which the
Obama adminigration is now poisad to push
through Congress.

The new Chiquita documents show
the following:

e The Colombian military, itself a long-
time beneficiary of US aid, encouraged
Chiquita to finance the AUC death
sguads through the Convivir group.

e The Convivir group-the conduit for the
illega payments-was  strongly
supported by then-governor  of
Antioquia Alvaro Uribe, who would
later become President of Colombiaand
close dly of the US, Chiquita provided
funds to support Alvaro Uribe's
campaign for governor.

¢ Chiquita used various accounting tricks
to try to hideits“ sengitive payments’ to
the illegd armed groups, payments it
designated in its own records as for
“security services” Chiquita's interna
communications with its lawyers show
that they decided to clam that the
payments were the product of
“extortion” so that they could judtify
theseaslegd.

e Chiquita was aso assisted with its
“security” by a Colombian genera who,
as Chiquita' s records show, was forced
out of the military for his connection
with, in the words of Chiquita, “death
squads’-the very “death squads’
Chiquitawasitsdf funding.

e Paramiliary sources reveded that Dole
and Del Monte were aso involved in
the payment scheme.

All of this confirms what Colombia's At-
torney Generd under President Uribe, Maio
Iguaran, had dlaimed years ago that Chiquita
was hot paying protection money as they had
clamed, but that they were in fact paying for
“blood;” for “the bloody pecification” of the
Uraba banana region. And, in response to
Iguaran’s request to the US that it turn over
the identities of the Chiquita officidsinvolved
in the payment scheme to the Colombian gov-

ernment for purposes of extradition for ther
crimes, the US refusd.

Inthe end, the US| et Chiquita.off the hook
easily and hdped it to conced thefull extent of
its crimes for two obvious reasons: (1) because
the US seesitsrale as protecting US corporate
interets (even from its own laws againg sup-
porting terrorist organizetions); and (2) because
the US isitsdf culpable of doing exactly whet
Chiquita did—advancing its perceived security
interestsin Colombiaand theregion by funding
violent groups.

Now, the USis st to passthe long-ddled
Colombia FTA (Free Trade Agreement) even
asmassve violence isbeing carried out in Co-
lombia againgt labor leaders (seven of whom
have been murdered so far this year), pessant
leeders, Afro-Colombians and Indigenous. In-
deed, the FTA is desgned to benefit compa:
nies, jugt as Chiquita, in their quest to intengfy
the exploitation of Colombian land and labor
— many timesthrough violence. The FTA will
upport the massve expangon of pam oil com-
panies, about haf of which are actudly owned
and controlled by paramilitary deeth squeds

Such violencein Colombiaisonly acoder-
ating in order to prepare for the FTA. And 0,
according to the Black Communities Process
(PCN) of Colombia, a group advocaing on
behaf of Afro-Colombians, the Colombian
army has been forcing Afro-Colombians from
their home-including by burning down their
homes and bombing their villages, leading to
the deaths of civilians, including children-in or-
der to make way for new ports and tourist
infragtructure which will be built oncethe FTA
is passed. In one area done, the PCN reports,
3500 Afro-Colombian families have recently
been digplaced for such purposes, adding to the
morethan 1.5 million interndly displaced Afro-
Colombians

Colombiadready has over 5 million inter-
nally displaced peoples, thelargest in theworld,
even surpassing that of Sudan. And, the FTA,
by accderating the further explaitation of Co-
lombia by corporate interests;, by dlowing
chegp, subsdized agriculturd productsfrom gi-
ant US agricultura interests to be dumped into
Colombia duty-free, thereby wiping out the
livelihood of tensof thousands of smel farmers
(just as such trade policies did in Haiti and
Mexico), will only add to the vidlence, dis
placement and misery plaguing Colombia

Source: Huff Post, May 16, 2011
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HAITI: Next Wave of Disaster Capitalism

By Kanya D’ Aleida, Inter Press Service (IPS)

Milesfrom hisidand nation’ s earthquake-
ravaged capitd city Port-au-Prince, Haitian
presdent-elect Michd Martelly exchanged
warm handshakes and heartfelt promises with
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in Washing-
ton Wednesday, just prior to the forma an-
nouncement of the pop star’s victory in the
highly-contested March 20 eection.

Receiving theformer carniva snger turned
president elect ' Siveet Mickey,” who seized 67
percent of the vote a an dection that drew a
record-low turnout of less than 25 percent of
the dectorate - a the US State Department
early Wednesday afternoon, Clinton reeffirmed
the solid bilaterd relaionship between the two
countries. While spotlighting the 750,000 inter-
naly displaced persons, rubble-strewn cities,
broken indtitutiond infrastructure and the ap-
proaching hurricane season as some of the
most pressing problems
confronting the embry-
onic new regime, Clinton
expressed great confi-
dencein Matdly’ sability
to rebuild his country.

After months of out-
rage from scores of hu-
man rights, ressarch and
advocacy organizations
regarding the legitimacy,
mandate and profession-
dism of Haiti’s Provi-
sond Electord Council,
which arbitrarily banned
the hugely popular Fenmi Lavaas party, tens
of thousands of urban working class Haitians
boycotted the polls. Despite this, Clinton hap-
pily accepted the results and, alluding to
Martelly’s eection dogan ‘Tet Kde' assured
him that the USwas behind him “dl the way.”

Roger Annis, a journaist with the
grassroots weekly Haiti Liberte, wrote this
week that Martelly’s sx million dollar cam-
paign cogt was largely financed by what the
president-elect refers to as his “friends in the
US” marking today’ s commitment by the two
heads of date to preserve ther relationship as
the logicd next step in the US's age-old prac-
tice of profiting immensdy from “ad and de-
velopment assigance” to the poorest country
in the Western Hemisphere,

In her semind work “The Shock Doc-
tring” journdist Naomi Klein writes, “I call

these orchestrated raids on the public spherein
the wake of catastrophic events, combined
with the trestment of disasters as exciting mar-
ket opportunities, ‘disaster capitdiam,” “ a
summetion that perfectly encapsulatesthe cur-
rent wave of development, led by the US,
under way in Haiti.

Addressng apand on pos-election Haiti
at the United States Indtitute for Peace yester-
day, Francois Pierre-Louis, associate professor
of politicd science a the City University of
New York lamented the blesk prospects that
Martelly’s eection offers to the Hatian
people, and posad questions that, in these
early days, remain largdly speculative.

“Fiveyearsago | st inthisvery roomand
expressed awish that the next time Haiti was
on the newsit would befor the right reasons”
Pierre-Louis sad. “That dream has not come
true — Sweet Micky is vastly unprepared and

The residents of Caracol, a village in Haiti’'s Northeast department, say
they were never consulted or even warned about plans to build a huge
new “free trade zone” (FTZ) on land where many of them have been
farming for some 20 years. “It's the most fertile area we have at Caracol,
resident Renel Pierre told journalist Sylvestre Fils Dorcilus. “It’s
inconceivable and unacceptable that the government could choose this
part of the land to set up an industrial park.”
The new FTZ is clearly a priority for the US government. In early June
Cheryl Mills, chief of staff for US secretary of state Hillary Clinton, paid her quake damage, anounting
second visit to the site, accompanied by a high-level delegation that
included US ambassador Kenneth Merten, USAID deputy mission director
Anthony Chan and Mark D’'Sa, an executive from the US retailer GAP who

is “on loan” to the State Department.

inexperienced; he did not run under an estab>-
lished party and thusis yet to present aredis
tic program for deding with recongtruction
and unemployment, and much of histeam rep-
resents some of the most notorious anti-
democretic forcesin the country,” he added.

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assigtant
Secretary Generd of the Organization of
American Sates outlined at the pandl, apoint-
program for Haiti’s reconstruction, including
fostering an environment of politica unity, de-
veloping Haiti’ s agricultura sector and “build-
ing strong indtitutions’—afavorite catch phrase
of theinternational community with regardsto
the country il fighting off the chains of colo-
nia debt. Ramdin's optimiam that the post-
election climate might generate a hopeful
march forward is not shared by the bulk of
andysts, historians and observers.

(Haiti Libre (Haiti) 6/15/11)

“Haiti hasn't invested in the agriculturd
sector snce the 1990s and continuing the old
trade policies will likely create a food criss
very shortly, if the promised agriculturd re-
forms are not met, ther€'ll be demondtrations
and protests and Martdly’ s mandate will shift
from developing the country to keeping
people in check,” Francois Pierre-Louis
added. Indeed, if the track record of interna:
tiond aid assstanceto Haiti post-quakeisany
yadgtick of what is to come, the numbers
paint arather grim picture.

Indeed, during the week of June 22 of this
year, thousands of farmers and supporters of
Haitian peasant agriculture marched for hours
in Hincheto cdl for more government support
for locally grown seeds and agriculture. The
demondtration was organized by farmers asso-
ciations, human rights and women's groups,
the Haitian online agency AlterPresse reported
from the march. The officid theme of the
peaceful demondration was*Land Grabbing is
Endangering Agriculturd
Sovereignty.”

Onthe other hand, fol-
lowing the one-year anni-
versay of the quake, Alex
Dupuy, a professor of so-
ciology a Wedeyan Uni-
versty, wrote that the eti-
mated cost of the earth-

to nearly 14 hillion dollars
in February this year, was
generating a tidy sum for
US companies.

“Of the more than
1,500 US contracts doled out, worth 267 mil-
lion dollars, only 20, worth 4.3 million dallars,
have gone to Haitian firms” Dupuy wrote.
“Therest have goneto USfirms, which dmost
exclusvey use US suppliers. He added, “d-
though these foreign contractors employ Hai-
tians, mogtly on a cash-for-work basis, the
bulk of the money and profitsarereinvested in
the United States”

Nora Resman, interim director of Latin
America and Caribbean Policy for the Trans
Africa Forum, who worked on the ground in
Haiti prior to the second round of eections,
told IPS, “USAID has made very dear to us
that they don't have the capacity on the ground
to cary out everything they had promised in
terms of recongtruction.”

continued on page 7
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CUBA’S ENERGY INITIATIVE

By Al Anaya, Task Force board

Most of us are aware of the need to con-
sarve energy for the good of our planet and
our pocketbooks. We replace our inefficient
incandescent light bulbs with compact
fluorescents, shop for energy efficient appli-
ances, perhaps saying “goodbye’ to our old
but dependable energy-guzzling refrigerators,
air conditioners, and similar appliances.
Those who are able, take energy conserva
tion a step further with the purchase of (gen-
erdly expensve) hybrid vehicles and solar
pane ingdlations.

Now think of doing dmost dl of the
above on a national scale, where the vast
majority of the population embraces energy
consarvation and Sirives to leave a smaller
energy consumption footprint on our fragile
planet. Specificaly, think of Cuba. Since
1993, Cuba s PFNE (Program for the Devel-
opment of Nationa Resources of Energy),
has been working to distribute sustainable
energy to every community on the idand.
Today, the vast mgjority Cuba's citizens en-
joy affordable, often renewable energy
sources to power their homes, schools, hos-
pitals, and work places.

Unlike many nations of the world, which
envison increased energy production to fa-
cilitate an equal surge in consumption, Cuba
has opted for an aternative route to energy
sdlf-sufficiency. The philosophy of “less
means more’ has driven Cuban energy policy
to notable accomplishments. In May, 2006,
President Fidel Castro addressed workers of
the Cuban nationd eectric utility company by
assarting that, “We are not waiting for fuel to
fal from the sky, because we have discov-
ered, fortunately, something much more im-
portant — Energy Conservation, which islike
finding agreat oil deposit.”

In addition to the free distribution of
compact fluorescent light bulbs, and afford-
able, energy-€efficient large and small appli-
ances, Cuba aso initiated an energy use bill-
ing system which rewards household energy
conservation with low, affordablerates, while
increasing the cost of energy for use above
100 kWh per month. Families are given the
option to pay lower rates in exchange for
conservation-minded energy usage, or pay
within a higher rate structure for every addi-
tiona 50 kWh per month used.

Sustainable and renewable energy has

been amajor priority for the Cuban govern-
ment. As of 2009, 100 wind mesasuring sta
tions were built in 11 provinces throughout
the idand. Two wind farms have been con-
sructed, which generate 7.23 MW of elec-
tricity. Additionaly, 180 micro-hydraulic
systems have also been congtructed to turn
flowing rivers and streams into eectricity-
generating natural resources.

Cuba sample sunlight is being effectively
harnessed by over 8,000 solar ectric sys
temsingdled primarily in places where con-
nection to a “master dectricd grid’ would
be too costly and/or impractica. Solar panels
have thus become familiar Sghtsin someru-
ral areas, which would have traditionally re-
lied on gas generators which burn precious,
non-renewable foss| fuelsand emit noiseand
ar pollution.

When Cuba' s ever-present export crop,
sugar, is processed there is a residue left
over caled the “bagasse” This residue is
now being put to work as a fuel to be
burned to generate useable energy. Thisen-
ergy is used to power the sugar cane pro-
cessing plant as well as contribute to the
idand’ selectrical grid.

Perhaps Cuba's greatest energy conser-
vation resource is its own people. Whereas
the literacy brigades of the 1960s swept
across the idand to teach people without ac-
cess to educeation to read and write, a new
group of primarily young people have ven-
tured forth since 2006 to teach citizens about
energy conservetion. These energetic social
workers replace light bulbs with fluorescents,
explain the proper use of energy efficient ap-
pliances, and explain strategies for using less
energy in day-to-day living. Cuba's energy
conservation socia workers have dso trav-
eled abroad to countries such as Haiti, where
energy conservation awarenessis vita to the
cregtion of sustainable energy policies and
development of sustainable energy initiatives.

What will we likely NOT see on Cuba's
immediate energy conservation horizon? |
speculate that Cuba s highways will not be-
come jammed with fleets of shiny new hybrid
and electric vehicles anytime soon. The
much beloved (and occasionaly cursed)
1940s and 1950s “cacharros’ (pre-revolu-
tionary American cars) have little to worry
about — For the moment...

Source: renewabl eenergywor|d.com/rea/
news/article/2009/04/

Haitis, continued from page 6

“Thus mogt of the money dlocated to
Haiti goes back to NGOs in the US that do
have the resources required to implement pro-
gramslocdly, so it isno surprise that USAID
funding ends up funneling sraight back into
US back accounts” she added. The mesting
between Clinton and Martdly not only ac-
knowledged this pettern of exploitation, but
aso promised to cement and embolden it
throughout the new presdent’ sreign.

Perhaps the most frank admission of
what the struggling Haitian people can ex-
pect in the coming years was summed up in
Clinton’s praise for the joint effort between
the US and the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank to build a new industrid park
closeto Cap Haitien. “It dready hasitsfirst
tenant,” Clinton proudly announced
Wednesday, “the global textile firm See-A,
which aone is projected to create 20,000
permanent export-oriented jobs.”

Countless books, papers and articles
have documented the extent of the devasta-
tion wrought on the Haitian workforce

when the economy was forcibly transformed
from a largely agriculturd, sdlf-sustaining
model into an assembly-line export process-
ing zone for the US, a fact that Clinton ig-
nored in her remarks.

Commentators running the gamut of the
politica spectrum have criticized these policies.
In his essay “Disagter Capitdiam to the Res-
cue The Internationa Community and Hati
After the Earthquake,” Dupuy wrote, “even at
the height of it's operation in the mid 1980s,
the assembly-line industry never employed
more than saven percent Haitian workers and
did not contribute significantly to reducing the
underestimated 38 percent unemployment rate
of the active urban labor force.”

With unnerving foresight, Dupuy summed
up Clinton and Martdly’ s Wednesday mesting
nearly a year ago when he sad, “The dud
srategy of urban sweatshops and laissez-fare
agriculture, which subordinated Haiti in the
1980s, isnow its recongruction plan.”

Sources. UpsideDownWorld.org April 24,
2011; Weekly News Update, July 10, 2011
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HONDURAS: Human Rights Violations Continue

By Caitlin Payne Roberts and edited by
Roger Harris, Task Force board

Ed. Note: Both Caitlin and Roger were
members of the July delegation organized
by the Alliance for Global Justice. Another
human rights delegation organized by
Witness for Peace, the Task force and La
Voz de los de Abajo is scheduled for Sept
8-17, contact Dale if interested; 415-924-
32270r Tanya, wWipsw@witnessforpeace.org

Here in Honduras, rifle-bearing soldiers,
police dressed in military garb, or private secu-
rity guards are vigilant at grocery gores,
Dunkin' Donuts, and banks, as well as rurd
communities. Where do these armed forces
et their funding? Of al security funds pouring
into Centrd America from Washington, 52%
0o to Honduras' pogt-coup regime.

Since the military coup d'éat on June 28,
2009, over 400 Hondurans have been killed in
acts of date represson, whether for violating
curfew, for being afeminigt, or for working in
adternative media Thousands more have been
detained, wounded, and tortured, and countless
Hondurans are harassed daily for their political
views and actions.

Peasants, or campesinos, are fighting for
their right to land for subsistence farming.
Thirty percent of the land in Honduras was
recently promised to foreign mining corpora-
tions. Hydroelectric dams, coastal tourism
projects, and monoculture megaprojects are dl
thrests to Honduran campesinos. As indig-
enous, Garifuna (communities of African de-
scent), and campesino resstance movements

gain momentum, repression
againg them aso grows.

Honduras was reinte-
grated into the Organization
of American States (OAS) on
June 1, 2011, after the cd-
ebrated return of ousted Pres-
dent Zelaya. The Nationd
Front of Popular Resistance
(FNRP) welcomed his return
with the largest gathering in
Honduran history. The FNRP
had proposed four require-
ments for  reintegration:
Zdayd s return dong with dl
other exiles; the recognition
of the FNRP as a politica
party; the improvement of the
human rights Stuation in the
country; and a participatory
nationad assembly for a new congtitution. Of
these requirements, only one has even been
touched. Just a handful of exiles have returned
to the country, one of which, Enrique Hores
Lanza, is under house arrest.

Twelve families run the country. This oli-
garchy owns a vast proportion of fertile land,
controls legidation, business, the military, and
al other gate inditutions. One example of
thisweb isthat former presdent Carlos Hores
Facussé, the nephew of the richest man in
Honduras, landlord Miguel Facuss?, founded
La Tribuna, the largest newspaper in Hondu-
ras, and his daughter Lizzy Fores is the
country’s new United Nations ambassador.

Campesinos across the country are orga
nizing againgt Facussé and severd other un-

[

Resident of Rigoresin front of burned out community building / church.

derhanded landlords. The
Aguan valey, locaed in
northern Honduras, is a mili-
tarized region. This valey is
atracting foreign invegtors in
African pam cultivation for
export as biodiesd and pam
oil. Some farming communi-
ties have been displaced for
over adecade, migrating from
one pam plantation occupa-
tion to the next in eviction
proceses. The author was
present during an attempted
eviction of acommunity from
the land it had been holding
for 11 years.

Roger Harris

Police approach the community of Rigores

On duly 1, 2011, a group of 18 US and
Canadian ditizens traveling as human rights
delegates with Alliance for Globd Judtice ar-
rived a the community of Rigores, as a re-
sponse to an dert that police were scheduled
to evict campesinos from their land. Upon ar-
riving, delegates learned that about 114 fami-
lies had dready been evicted on June 26.

Shortly after the delegetes arrived, they re-
caved word that the police were again ap-
proaching, burning houses aong the way. The
delegation aong with community members
sood in a line facing the police, who were
dowly gpproaching. Some police took pos-
tions hiding behind vegetation.

Community leaders, loca human rights
activigs and delegates spoke to the police
chief about the legdity of the eviction. When
asked for the eviction order, the chief pre-
sented a document of complaint that cited an
event involving “heavily armed campesinos”
which had supposedly occurred on June 30,
though it was signed by a judge on June 11.
No eviction order was presented. After about
three hours the palice findly left; however, the
risk that they could return remains.

The ddegation members collected testi-
mony from the campesinos about the violence
perpetrated by police forces on June 26. One
woman's account detailed the brutdity with
which the police tore these campesinos away
from ther land. The police entered her home

continued on page 9
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NICARAGUA: Delegation Finds US Still Involved

A top officid of the US Embassy in
Managua dismissad Nicaragua as no longer im-
portant to the US and told a Nicaragua Network
delegation from the United States that he
wanted nothing to do with the country’s politi-
cd parties, dl of which he characterized as
“feckless, corrupt, nasty and worthless”

Despite these comments by Matthew Roth,
the politicd officer of the US Embassy, the US
Agency for International Development is fund-
ing Nicaraguan groups to provide training in
“democratizetion” and media kills.

Media programs, such as those offered by
the International Republican Indtitute, are sup-
posedly designed to help Nicaraguan media,
particularly radio stations, learn to provide fair
and balanced coverage. However, leaders of
the Association of Nicaraguan Journdists
(APN), told the delegation that they intended to
teach reporters to oppose the re-dection of
President Daniel Ortega and to play a double
role as reporters and unofficid electord ob-
srvers. Jan Howard, the USAID officer for
the embassy, acknowledged, “ Sometimes they
get alittle carried away.”

In the 2001 and 2006 presidentia eections,
the US embassy overtly supported a particular
candidate opposed to Ortega. Such public decla:

rations have not been issued this year, dthough
the delegation heard concerns about the poss-
bility of threatening or leading public sate-
ments from US officids late in the campaign
term as occurred in 2001 and 2006. Such prior
Satements included threets about the termina:
tion of remittances, which many Nicaraguan
familiesrely on. Additiondly, the US has urged
and even organized a united opposition in past

embassy, Nicaraguan government officids,
three politicd parties and dliances of parties
running presidentia candidates, and severd US
and Nicaraguan non-governmental organiza:
tions that have received funding from the
United States government.

Source: Nicaragua Network Press Release,
July 1, 2011; Nicanet.org

elections. In the current
cycle, a representaive of
the Condtitutional Liberd
Party implied that theparty  [%
has privately been encour- |
aged by the US Embassy
to withdraw from the race.
The delegation from
the Nicaragua Network,
which has more than 30
years of experience fol-
lowing Nicaraguan issues,
recently concluded a one-
week trip to Nicaragua to
investigate the role of the
United States in the up-
coming Nicaraguan elec-
tions. The delegation met
with officids from the US

President Daniel Ortega meets with the delegation.

Honduras, continued from page 8

with guns drawn and pointed menacingly a
her family members. They pulled a mattress
out from under her four smal children, who
rolled onto the floor, trested “like little rats”
A cop asked for her identification card and
promptly burned it. These police, including a
specid forces COBRA unit, poured gasoline
around her house and et it on fire, leaving no
time to collect any belongings.

After this violent process, severa preg-
nant women either gave birth or miscarried
due to the physica and emotional stress of
these events. Community corn fields were
scorched. These shameless police report-
edly walked through the orange tree fields
cutting branches off the plants and eating
the fruit. They aso confiscated a pig and
other livestock, as well as a tractor given to
the community by ALBA, the Latin Ameri-
can trade aliance.

The United States government has been
pouring texpayer dollars into militarization in
Honduras for decades. One example of thisis
the U.S. air force base of PAmerola

On the morning of June 28, around 200
people gathered a few miles away from the
entrance to Pdmerola Air Base, which is lo-
cated in Honduras but is used by the United
States Air Force. The marchers proceeded to-
wards the main gate to denounce the U.S.
military presence and its role in the overthrow
of Honduras democratically-elected govern-
ment on June 28, 2009. The plane that sent
Honduras President Zdlaya into exile on that
day flew from the capita, Tegucigapa to
Pamerola before continuing in the opposite
direction to Coda Rica

The protest was organized by COPINH,
the Civic Counsdl of Popular and Indigenous
Organizations of Honduras, which works to
oppose multinationa mining, agricultural,
tourism, and hydroelectric energy projects.
These projects, which have been fagt-tracked
under the post-coup government, cheat
Garifuna, Lenca, and other Honduran people
out of their farms and land. Also attending the
march were about 25 citizens of the U.S. and
Canada, who were present to monitor police
behavior, to support COPINH's anti-exploita

tion struggle, and to protest the misuse of tax-
payer money on militarization.

Upon reaching Pdmerolas man gate,
there was ardly in the driveway in which the
people chanted, “Y ankee trash out of Hondu-
rad” and “More food, zero wegpond” The
crowd aso remembered the hundreds of activ-
ists that were shot and killed by the palice in
the two years since the coup, chanting,
“Present with us today, tomorrow, and dways,
they keep on living through our struggle!”

One much needed role for international
activigts is that of accompanier or human
rights observer. Honduran organizaions are
caling for Spanish-spesking internationa ac-
tivigs to join long-term international accom-
paniment teams which monitor human rights
violations and live in communities in which
militarization is escaaing, such as the Aguan
Vdley. Internationa accompaniment alows
locd organizers to continue with their work
with a highly decreased risk of gtate violence.
For more information on accompaniment, go
to campamentoshonduras.blogspot.com or
www.friendshipamericas.org/honduras. e
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EL SALVADOR: Saying No to Monsanto

By Carlos Martinez, co-author,
“Venezuela Speaks!”, PM Press 2010

Ed. Note: Article excerpted

On Friday, May 6 President Mauricio
Funes of El Salvador’sleft-wing FMLN party,
met with hundreds of smal family farmers to
launch anew “food sovereignty” program.

The FMLN, which initialy formed around
an ideology of netiond liberation from US he-
gemony, has now adopted the god of “food
sovereignty,” the idea that countries hold the
right to define their own agriculturd policies,
rather than being subject to the whims of inter-
nationa market forces. Officids of the Ministry
of Agriculture and the local governorship ac-
companied President Funes in reectivating the
country’s higoricaly ignored rurd economy
and reversing El Sdvador's growing depen-
dence on imported grains.

The Mangrove Associaion, anon-govern-
mental organization etablished by members of
a grassyoots socid movement cdled La
Coordinadora, has been supporting initigtives
for food security and environmenta
udainahility for over 15 years The Minigtry of
Agriculture has been working closdy with the
Mangrove Asociation and other campesino
organizations to develop the new program’s
agricultural policies a god thet by 2014 dl
corn and bean seed neaded for agriculture be
produced by Salvadoran farmers, rather than
purchased from multinationa seed companies,
namely Monsanto.

According to officid figures, dmogt 95%
of fruit and vegetables consumed in El Sdva
dor areimported from abroad, aong with 30%
of beans and 40% of corn. Meanwhile, non-
commercid smdl family farmers are said to
produce up to 70% of the badc grainsthat are
cultivated domesticaly, mogtly for their own
family’s consumption, making them particu-
larly important for El Salvador’ sfood security.

Support to smal family farmersisacentra
plank of theinitiative asindicated by its name,
the Family Agriculture Plan. At theend of last
year, La Coordinadora lobbied the Minigtry of
Agriculture to adopt sugtainable agriculture
techniques as part of the plan. However, the
Ministry chose to use conventiond hybrid
seads, and their associated chemicad inputs, for
the firgt three years of the program.

Despite this setback for the sustainable ag-
riculture movement, the Minigry of Agricul-

ture expressed interest in partnering with La
Coordinadora and other campesino organiza-
tionsinthefirs mgor pilot projectin El Sdva
dor to produce conventiona corn seed on a
massve scae. Recognizing thet this overture
from a government indtitution to collaborate
with the campesino movement presented
them with an unparaleled opportunity, they
decided to work with the Minigtry.

The Mangrove Asociation recruited three
large cooperatives which historicaly had only
planted conventional monoculture crops, such
as sugar cane, to participate in the pilot
project. This way the organization could en-
surethat none of the over 125 farmsthat have
diversfied their crops and weaned themselves
from chemicd inputsover theladt fifteen years
under its tutdlage would be reconverted to
conventional monoculture. Moreover, the
Mangrove Association sees the converson of
those sugar cane fidlds—whosetoxic practices
have been linked to an epidemic of chronic
kidney diseaselocdly —to somewhat less-nox-
ious conventiona corn seed fieldsasamoder-
ate yet important step towards both reduced
environmental harm and grester food security.

The Family Agriculture Plan aims to
sarve over 325,000 families that rely on sub-
sigtence agriculture as well as over 70,000
smadl family farmersthat produce for the mar-
ket, through a multi-pronged drategy. One
key element, the provision of free “agricul-
tural packets’ containing seeds and chemical
fertilizer, has been ahdlmark of El Sdvador's
agriculturd policy even before Funes entered
office. While his adminigtration heavily criti-
cized theway the prior government under the
right-wing ARENA party ran the program for
being a “genuine falure as a policy in the
struggle againgt poverty,” Funes decided to
continue providing the agricultural packets,
with the significant change that the govern-
ment would aso provide both low-interest
loans and technicd assigtance to farmers to
ensure that they have the support needed to
succeed in food production.

Prior to the implementation of this new
policy, al seedsdigtributed in the agricultural
packets were purchased at above-market
prices through Semillas Crigtiani Burkard,
the leading Centra American corn seed
company focused on hybrid corn production
and a subsidiary of the agriculture biotech-
nology giant Monsanto. Semillas Crigtiani

Burkard was founded by the family of former
Sdvadoran President Alfredo Cristiani, who
sarved as head of state from 1989 to 1994
with the ARENA party.

In 2008, prior to the FMLN's presidentia
victory, El Sdvador’sNationd Congressvoted
to abolish Article 30 of the Planting Seed Law,
which stated that it was prohibited to import,
conduct research on, produce or commercid-
ize (GMO) seeds. According to the US De-
partment of Agriculture's Globa Agriculture
Information Network Report, this policy
change was “due to over three years of pres-
sure from the private sector.” The same year
thet Article 30 was abolished, Semillas Crigina
Burkard' s parent company. Marmat, SA, was
acquired by Monsanto. Funes says, “Only if
we become independent in seed [production],
will we become independent in food, that isto
say, can we achieve food sovereignty.”

Funes contends that his new planwill give
greater atention to the needs of smdll farmers
and will lead to a25% increase in the produc-
tion of basic grains by adding more focus on
providing technical support and low-interest
loans, on top of continuing the digtribution of
agricultural packages. The two State-owned
development banks,will provide small farm-
ers with loans for growing basic grains at be-
low market interest rates. They will offer
about $45 million ininitia capitd at rates as
low as 4% on credits. This represents a re-
duction of over 50% from the earlier rate of
8.70%, but will be restricted to loans of up to
$3,000 for each borrower.

Although the seeds now being provided by
Sdvadoran farmers are not native organic
seads, the Mangrove Associdion is usng the
learning and the profitsfromits participation to
improve its own organic seed production and
expand its sysem of seed banks From the
perspective of the Mangrove Association, it is
incumbent upon them to work with a govern-
ment program that they see as imperfect in
order to further their own work and move El
Sdlvador towards environmental sustainability.

Grasroots movements and organizations
like La Coordinadora and the Mangrove As-
sociation will continue to play acritica rolein
pushing to make the Salvadoran government’s
discourse of promoting food sovereignty come
closer to redity.

Source: Alternet.org, May 27, 2011
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EL SALVADOR: Like Water for Gold

By Robin Broad and John Cavanagh,
journalists

Ed. Note: Article was excerpted

Thirty years ago, severd thousand civilians
in Santa Marta quickly gethered a few belong-
ings and fled the US-funded Salvadoran mili-
tary as it burned their houses and fields in an
early stage of the country’s twelve-year civil
war. Dozens were killed as they crossed the
Lempa River into refugee camps in Honduras

People in Cabanas living near mining ex-
ploration activities began to notice environ-
mental impacts from the mining exploration -
reduced access to water, polluted waters, im-
pects to agriculture, and health issues. Today,
residents of this area are fighting US and Ca-
nadian mining companies, including
Vancouver basad Pecific Rim, eager to extract
the rich veins of gold buried near the Lempa
River, the water source for more than half of
El Sdvador. Once again, civilians have been
killed or are receiving desth threats. The com-
munities god: to make El Savador the first
nation to ban gold mining.

We were greeted by Miguel brother of
anti-mining leader Marcelo Rivera, who was
assassinated in 2009. “We are the second
most environmentally degraded country in
the Americas after Haiti,” Miguel explained.
Later we would hear testimonies from doz-
ens of people in Cabafias, many of whom are
risking their lives in the struggle against min-
ing. “Water for life,” for drinking, for fish-
ing, for farming — not just for Cabafias but
for the whole country.

At ADES (the Socid and Economic De-
velopment Association) local people talked
about how they had come to oppose mining.
ADES organizer Viddina Mordes acknowl-
edged that “initidly, we thought mining was
good and it was going to help us out of poverty
...through jobs and development.” Francisco
Pineda, who received the 2011 Goldman Envi-
ronmental Award, talked about weatching the
river near his farm dry up: “This was very
drange, asit had never done this before. So we
walked up the river to see why. And then |
found a pump from Pecific Rim that was
pumping water for exploratory wells” Fran-
cisco and others st out to learn everything
they could about gold mining. They dready
knew that Cabafias was prone to earthquakes
potentidly strong enough to crack open the

containers that hold the cyanide-laced water
usad to separate gold from rock. They found
out that only atiny share of Pacific Rim's prof-
its would stay in the country, and that the El
Dorado mine was projected to have an opera
tiond life of only about Sx years, with many
of the promised jobs requiring skills thet few
local peaple had.

As the anti-mining codition strengthened
with support from leaders in the Catholic
Church, smdl businesses and the general pub-
lic (62.4 % opposed mining), tensions within
Cabafias grew. “We use thester, songs, mu-
ras and other culturad forms to show ress
tance. ADES s cregted Radio Victoria which
teaches young people to become degjays, pro-
duction engineers and the other roles of run-
ning a station. These young people also took
courses on mining, and spread what they
learned over the airwaves.

Over a six-day period in late 2009, two
local activists were killed, one a pregnant
woman; the two-year-old in her arms was
wounded. Lawyers and community leaders
had their homes broken into while the family
dept, and documents related to their work
were stolen. Many of the people we inter-
viewed, including youths at Radio Victoria,
have received death threats. Anti-mining sen-
timent was so strong in 2009 that both the
reigning ARENA president and the success-
ful FMLN candidate, Mauricio Funes, came
out againg mining.

Much of the credit for this goes to the Na
tiond Roundtable on Mining, formed in 2005
as leaders in Cabafias began meeting with
groups from other departments where mining
companies were seeking permits, as well as
with research, development, legd aid and hu-
man rights groups in San Sdvador.
Roundtable fecilitator Rodolfo Calles enumer-
ated the gods they agreed upon: help ress
tance at the community level; win a nationa
law banning metals mining; link with anti-
mining struggles in Honduras and Guatemala,
since the Lempa River dso winds through
those two countries; and teke on the interna
tiond tribuna in which Pecific Rimissuing El
Salvedor. Part of what moved the Roundteble
to the “complete ban” position, Francisco
Pineda explained, “was the redization that the
government lacked the ability to regulate the
mining activities of giant globd firms”

Roundtable members told us the Funes

government announced it would grant no new
permits during his five-year term and was con-
ddering a permanent ban. They told us the
government had initiated a major “grategic en-
vironmenta review” to help set longer-term
policy on mining. With gold's price skyrocket-
ing from less than $300 an ounce a decade ago
to more than $1,500 an ounce today, it is an
increasing temptation in a nation of deep pov-
erty to congder mining.

We met FMLN members of the nationa
legidature' s environment and climate change
committee, including Lourdes Palacios.
Paacios explained that they had ready a hill to
ban metals mining, but the executive branch
requested they wait for the review before intro-
ducing it. A representdive from the depart-
ment of Chalaenango expressad his conviction
that “economic and political powers’ were
“putting pressure on non-FMLN legidators”
The government faces an epic decision about
mining, amid deep divisons and with inditu-
tions of democracy that are ill quite young.
As Viddina of ADDS reminded us when we
parted, the “complications’ are even greater
then what we found in Cabafias or in Sen Sal-
vador, because even if the ban's proponents
eventualy win, “these decisions could still get
trumped in Washington.”

At the World Bank a little-known tribund
will be centrd to the Sdvadoran gold gory.
The Sadvadoran government never approved
Pacific Rim’s environmental impact study, and
thus never gave its permission to begin actua
mining. In retdiaion, the firm sued under the
2005 Centrd American Free Trade Agree-
ment. CAFTA dlows foreign investors to file
clams againgt governments over actions—in-
cluding hedlth, safety and environmenta mea:
sures and regulations—that reduce the value of
their investment. The affected farmers and
communities are not part of the caculation.

Pacific Rim “is trying to dictate El
Sdvador's environment and socid policy us
ing CAFTA’s arhitration mechanism.. Pecific
Rim is demanding $77 million in compensa:
tion. Back in Santa Marta, citizen groups are
building sustainable farming as an dternative
economic base to mining. Ther god: a “soli-
darity economy,” or, as Viddina termed it, a
“people’'s economy.”

Source: thenation.convarticle/162009/ 7/11/
2011
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CHAIPAS: Apartheid Housing, a Solution to Climate Change

By Jeff Conant, Global Justice Ecology
Project

Ed. Note: In March of this year, the
author traveled to the new Rural City of
Santiago del Pinar. The article was
excerpted from a much longer one, the
balance can be found on
upsidedownworld.org

Chigpas, Mexico's poorest dete, with the
country’s largest indigenous population, has d-
ways been extremdy vulnerable to volatile cli-
mate events. High levels of hunger and
margindization are exacerbated dmogt annu-
aly by torrentia rain and flooding, which can
only be expected to get worse as the dimate
crigs degpens. In 2009, the date launched and
began widdly publicizing its Climate Change
Action Program (CCAPCH). The plan in-
cludes vag hiofud plantetions, forest carbon
offset projects, and a statewide “productive
converson” initiative to convert subsistence
farmers into producers of African padm, Jatro-
pha, and export-oriented crops such as roses,
fruits, and coffea,

The plan dso indudes a program called
the Sugtainable Rurd Cities initictive; under
this plan, the dae is developing between six
and twenty-five prefabricated population cen-
ters designed, according to the sate' s publicity,
to “promote regiond development, combet the
disperson and margindization of locd
peoples, and play a significant role in making
efforts [to develop infragtructure and provide
besic services] cog-efficient.”

In a brief interview | conducted at the
United Nations Climate Summit in Canciin
last December, Chigpas Governor Juan
Sabines sad that “The Rurd Cities program
has three objectives to mitigate poverty, to
mitigate the risk of people facing dimate-re-
lated disasters, and to reduce the threet of glo-
ba warming. It is based in the Millenium De-
velopment Godl's of the United Nations, which
in Chigpas are obligatory.”

In 2009, Chigpas revised its Sate condtitu-
tion to incdlude a commitment to the United
Nations Millenium Development Gods, the
highly touted set of eight benchmarks for re-
ducing the worgt inpects of poverty worldwide.
The UN Development Program (UNDP) ex-
plicitly supports the Rura Cities Initiative;
Gontrén Villalobos Sanchez, in charge of Di-
sadter Preparedness at the UNDP office in San

Crigtdba de las Casas, Chigpas, told mein an
interview that the Rurd Cities are “a good op-
tion. Before anything, the Rurd Cities intend
to bring together the dispersed population.
[They] are dso an answer to disssters” he
sad. “The chdlenge is that the people them-
seves are not accepting the project.”

While state officials and UN officias
promote the Rura Cities as a podtive re-
sponse to the climate crigs, even asuperficid
analyss makes it clear that the program will
increase vulnerahility, not decrease it. Worse,
critics such as the recently disbanded Chigpas
progressive think tank, (CIEPAC) suggest
thet the project is part of a regiond integra-
tion strategy designed to move rurd and in-
digenous peoples off ther lands in order to
gain access to gdrategic resources. In this re-
gard, the Chigpas Climate Change Action
Program appears to be a complex and inter-
woven st of initigtives thet use the climate
crigs as a pretext for large-scale economic
and territorid restructuring, with the goa of
freeing up productive land and destabilizing
locd resstance. This, critics point out, is tan-
tamount to ethnocide.

Santiago Del Finar is in the highlands of
Chigpas, less than two hours from San
Cristébd de las Casas, just beyond San
Andrés Larrdinzar (known to the Zapaistas as
San Andrés Sacamchen de Los Pobres) and
directly contiguous with the community of

Overttic, one of the five Zapatista caracoles, or
centers of resstance. What we found there was
a sa of insultingly diminutive pastel-painted
ticky-tacky houses made of chipboard, s&t on
diltson abad hillsde, burning in the open sun;
fenced playgrounds of concrete; greenhouses
full of pesticide-treated roses, and an angry lo-
ca officid who said that the houses might en-
dure “eight to ten years a mogt,” and that the
floor of his own house “had broken when the
children were playing on it.”

Santiago dd Pinar became a municipality
after the didogues of San Andrés Larranzar
between the government and the EZLN
(Zepatista Army of Nationa Liberation) in
1996. It sthere that they signed the San Andrés
Accords (the 1997 peace agreement that binds
the Mexican government to condtitutiond re-
form but wes later ignored]. So San Andrés
becomes one of the first Zagpatista autonomous
municipdities. As a counter measure, the sate
governor a thet time, Albores Guillen, in 1999
meade a remunicipaization plan, to combat the
autonomous municipdities. So, Santiago del
Pinar had this objective from the beginning, the
disarticulation of the autonomous municipdli-
ties. After that time the town was virtudly
abandoned for a long time, becoming one of
the municipdities with the highest indices of
poverty in the state of Chigpas. And now

continued on page 13

"Sustainable Rural City" of Santiago del Pinar, Chiapas. Photo: Orin hangelle / Carolina Dutton
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Chiapas, continued from page 12

they've taken it up again, let's say, as a model
for the resettlement of the population in indig-
enous territory. The other Rurd Cities they've
begun, as in the case of the firgt one that was
founded, Nuevo Juan de Grijava, are in
campesino territory, not indigenous territory.
The defining characteristic of Santiago del
Pinar is thet it's in indigenous territory; this
aspect gives it a different connotation.

In Juan de Grijava, the houses are much
bigger,, like 60 cubic meters, while here the
houses are 30 cubic meters, and rather then
walls of brick they’re made of pressboard, this
wood conglomerate thet is essentialy good for
nothing; so the houses that the State is giving
the indigenous have very little useful life. You
can see the racism implicit in these new
houses. According to CIEPAC there's a men-
tdity of “they’reindigenous so we Il give them
less and they’ll accept it.”

You can e d0 that theré's no sense of
the indigenous cosmovision, of how toliveina
place. For one thing, there are no agricultura
plots, or aplaceto plant. Another aspect funda-
menta to the indigenous culture is cultivating
and eating corn, and it's clear that they’Il have
no land to plant corn to e, nor will they be
able to make tortillas in the house, because tor-
tillas are cooked over firewood. If they do this
insde, they'Il burn the house down.

For another, indigenous families tend to be
large, so you have eight, nine people; and
you're putting them in these little houses, two
rooms of 30 cubic meters. The architects have
no idea, no vision of how the indigenous live.

Making a map of al the Rurd Cities that
are planned for the State of Chigpas, you dis-
cover the dements that go unspoken by the
government, and the bigger picture that's not
in the official discourse: basicaly, in the
Northern Zone, where you find Juan de
Grijava, the key dement is that they want to
clear the territory to advance the mining in-
dustry. There have been huge mining conces-
sions authorized in the last two years, without
any consultation. So, al the relocation of the
people to Juan Grijdva, which the govern-
ment says was done due to the naturd disas-
tersthere, in redity it wasn't dueto that, but to
the economic plan, to ensure access to the
minerd reserves in the region.

In the case of Santiago del Pinar, the con-
cern is that there are large extensions of terri-
tory here, and important naturd reserves, S0 its
an area tha's important for the sde of carbon
credits. These large areas are to be decreed as

reserves, S0 the carbon they capture can be
legdly sold to other countries. They're going
to make forest reserves that can be sold to
other countries for sequestering carbon.

In the Soconusco, the coastal zone of
Chiapas, they plan to build a Rurd City, and
behind this oneis the fact that they are making
huge plantations of biofuels there, African
padm and Jaropha; seven out of every nine
biodiesdl plantsin Mexico are in Chigpas, and
the largest is in the Soconusco, therefore they
need to “liberate’ huge extensions of land in
order to transform it into monoculture planta-
tions and get them producing for agroindustry.

In Jdtenango they' re planning ancther Ru-
rad City; there what they plan is to dear the
land in El Triunfo, a Resarve dmogt as large
as Montes Azules [the largest of the Protected
Naturd Aress in Chigpas, in the Lacandon
Jungle]. Jugt like what's happened in Montes
Azules, the objective is to dear the area to
make it ussful for bioprogpecting and for sales
of carbon credits.

These aspects are not in the officd dis
courses. The officid discourse only speaks of
combating poverty and the disperson of the
population, but they don't spesk about the
mog fundamenta eement, which is the ex-

traction of naturd resources from the territories
of Chigpas.

It's clear that the principa impact on the
families thet live in these placesis their loss of
food sovereignty: thisis completely broken be-
cause the population no longer eets from what
they plant; now they need to seek work, wage
labor, and this work is going to be ether for
tourism or for industrid agriculture. So what's
a the bottom of this is Project Mesoamerica
2011, a project with enormous ambitions thet
intends to free up vast extensons of territory
between southern Mexico and Colombia, for
globa economic production.

There is inherent manipulation and racism
with the Rurd Cities program. They cdl this
socid action because they're giving home to
people, and giving them work, when what the
people need is for their indigenous way of life
to be respected, and not to have a foreign
mode of development imposed on them, like
Apartheid: alittle house with four square wals
and an occidental modd of development that
in many cases clashes directly with the indig-
€NouS CoSMovision.

Source: UpsideDownWorld.org, May 13,
2011

BRAZIL & HAITI: Small Farmer Exchange

The MST (Landless Workers Move-
ment) and the Via Campesina (a codlition of
farmers and landless peopl€'s organizations
from around the world) in Brazil have had
contact with smadl farmersin Haiti for many
years. Since 2004 a solidarity exchange pro-
gram between campesino movementsin Bra-
zil and Haiti had been considered but in early
2009 the M ST and other smdl faamers orga
nizations from Brazil began sending brigades
to Haiti to achieve a solidarity exchange be-
tween farmers. Brazilians eat and deep in
Haitian homes and Haitians in Brezil learn
about how farmers organize there. With the
objective of helping Haitians strengthen their
autonomy and organizationa capacity, the
program is based on an exchange of learning
in both directions and agresat respect for Hai-
tian farmers and movements.

Diversity of skills is important and bri-
gade participants include veterinarians, pro-
fessors, medics, congtruction specidists and
technical agronomists as well as farmers.
1200 cigterns are being built in Haiti and the
program provides cooperation in agricultural
production and training schooals.

The program includes four aspects; the
first isthe exchange and provides opportunity
for culturd and intellectud training, for ex-
ample, 30 Brazilians came to train in Haiti
and Haitians went to Brazil for one month of
classes in various subjects. The second phase
is, producing seeds which includes saving,
maintaining and producing seeds (including
legumes and corn) and includes establishing
six centers of seed production. The third
phase is a program of reforestation and in-
cludes planting avocados, mangoes and other
trees to provide income for farmers. The
fourth phase is congtruction of intermediate-
level technica schoolsto train young farmers
in agricultura technologies.

These programs have a fundamentd ob-
jective; to help farmers strengthen their au-
tonomy and their organizational capacity, the
base of socia movements which isthe princi-
pa philosophy of the cooperation. It is prov-
ing that a solidarity exchange is possible be-
tween peoples, not just between governments.

Source: Beverly Bell, Other World, June 23,
2011
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Mark your calendar!

MITF’s Annual Dinner
Sunday, September 25, 2011

UNIVERSALIST UNITARIAN
CONGREGATION OF MARIN

240 Channing Way
San Rafad, Cdlifornia

6 PM Social Hour & Silent Auction
7 PM Dinner

Mousic FRANCISCO HERRERA

with a medley of Jon Fromer songs

Guest Speaker PATRICIA ISASA
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Insde: Land Grabs, a Human Rights Issue
By Camilla Schneider, Task Force board

Severd aticles in this newdetter focus on the theme of land use including extractive
industries such as gold mining, flooding communities to build hydrod ectric dams, evictionsin
order to plant pam ail plantations, deforestation, imposition of GMO seeds, a monoculture
export agribusness model, or land grabs for sweatshops and tourist complexes. These so-
cdled ‘development projects become a motivator behind violence, expulsions, terrorism,
murders and violations of nationa and internationa laws and of human rights. Such actions,
directed a communities of peasants, farmers and originad peoples, are the instruments of
corporations and the wedthy as they implement a neolibera economic model dependent on
exploitation of raw resources, low wages and the transfer of weadlth to the aready wedlthy.
Supported and encouraged by the IMF, World Bank and other internationd lending agencies,
these models are not sustainable.

The proceeds of the pam oil or pulp plantation, eectricity, gold, oil or other resources
derived from these land grabs, raredly bendfit the displaced persons or communities. The
sweatshops do not provide livable wages. However, the pallution, environmenta destruction
and the expulsion of peoples from their homes and livelihoods have very direct and destructive
impacts. The kidnappings, deeth threats, crimindization of socid protest, beatings, imprison-
ments, assassinaions and rapesimpact not only the communities but also human rights defend-
ers who support them.

These articles not only show the devastating impact on affected peoples but aso their
courage, determination, and successss in fighting back. They dso reflect new sugtaingble
models of sruggle such asthe lawsuit against BP based on the ‘rights of nature’ as sated inthe
Ecuadorian condtitution, the struggle for indigenous peoples’ right to informed and prior con-
aultation, and the cooperative model between Haitian farmers and the Landless Workers
Movement and other farmers of Brazil and Cuba s energy initiative.

This collection of articles will throw a spatlight on the issues and the peoples’ struggle to
ress the extractive modes and land grabs which thresten their country’ s potentia to develop a
truly sustainable economy.
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